
In Colorado, afterschool programs provide expanded learning opportunities to 83,215 students and are a lifeline for working families. In 
Colorado, 82% of parents report that all young people deserve access to quality afterschool and summer programs. Yet, too many kids  
in Colorado are being left out. In fact, for every child in an afterschool program, 5 more would participate if a program were available. 

Expanding learning  
and supports for an  
equitable recovery

Call and response: Afterschool programs 
stepping up during the pandemic

From the outset of the pandemic, afterschool programs have 
adapted and expanded their services to best meet the needs 
of the children and families they serve. In rural northwestern 
Colorado, AeroLab staff delivered meals to students via school 
bus routes, offered virtual cooking classes, held virtual trivia 
tournaments and scavenger hunts, and sent home activity kits. 
In the San Luis Valley, the Boys & Girls Clubs set up a response 
team that provided nearly 1,000 families food, water, and basic 
supplies like toilet paper. They set up their programs remotely 
and made countless calls to families to ensure they could access 
virtual learning.

A 2021 national survey of afterschool providers  
finds programs continue to provide:

Academic enrichment 94%

Time to interact with peers 86%

Physical activity 81%

Snacks or meals 77%

Check-ins with student and families 32%

In-person services during virtual school days* 24%

Looking toward the summer, 79% of providers will be offering 

summer programming.

*Among program providers that report that they are offering in-person services.

Helping young people learn, grow,  
and thrive

Students in afterschool programs in Colorado are:

 Interacting with peers and building social skills  97%

 Getting homework help  70%

 Taking part in physical activities  87%

A 2020 evaluation of Colorado’s 21st CCLC programs by 
Catherine Roller White Consulting found that based on 
teachers surveyed, among students in need of improvement, 
more than 7 in 10 improved their academic performance 
(76%) and participation in class (73%). Approximately 2 in 3 
students also improved their motivation to learn (66%), class 
attentiveness (66%), and satisfactory homework completion 
(64%). Teachers noted that students who attended 21st 

CCLC programs for the full year made significantly more 
improvement than students who attended for part of the year.

Parents in Colorado agree that afterschool programs:

 Provide opportunities to build life skills  80%

 Get kids excited about learning  73%

 Reduce the likelihood that youth will use  
drugs or engage in other risky behaviors  76%
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